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Learning goals for the session

1. Obtain facts about the Interim Assessments; understand the 
mechanics of preparing for and giving the Interim Assessments

2. Understand how to access and use Interim Assessment data in the 
Online Reporting System and Air Ways

3. Understand facts about the Digital Library and the mechanics of 
using the Digital Library
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Target audiences for this information

• District Administrators and Coordinators (DA – DC) 

• Communicate big idea to stakeholder

• Prepare for assessment administration

• Keep implementation on track

• Examine data throughout the year

• School Coordinators (SC) Ex: Principal, counselor 

• Should be reviewing schoolwide data and make sure 
rosters are complete; support teachers

• TE: Teachers 

• Give, score, review and discuss data 

• Share data with students; adjust instruction accordingly

Facts about the Interim Assessments
& Mechanics of giving the Interim Assessments

idaho.portal.airast.org
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Feedback about Interim Assessment
“Our students said it made all  the  difference in the world.”   
Lakeland School District Assessment Director

“Students felt more prepared, more relaxed, and more committed to doing well 
(on the ISAT) and our testing time went way down.”     
Marsh Valley School District, Lava Elementary Test Coordinator

“I cannot tell you how hopeful I am, looking at the data on the Air Ways 
interface. I feel like the blinders have been removed. I can see where our 
strengths are and I can make plans that address our weaknesses. This is a 
powerful tool.”
Julie B. West Ada teacher

“We find these very valuable. My suggestion to our buildings is to use the IABs 
after a certain unit is taught to gather data on students meeting those 
standards.” Vallivue Director of Curriculum

“The data that teachers got from the assessments allowed them to look at the 
class as a whole and determine if and what areas were a weakness in each 
subject area.” Assessment Coordinator, Liberty, Legacy, and Victory Charter Schools 
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Interim Assessment Facts

• Complete alignment to the ELA/Literacy and Mathematics standards and 
end of year assessment; Gr. 3-8 and HS (Gr. 11)

• Same platform/tools as end of year assessment

• Checks progress while there is still time to affect the end of year outcome

• Models the types of items and tasks that should be consistently used in the 
classroom to show evidence of standards’ progression

• Keeps a student record of scores, improvement is tracked

• Obtain a measure on new students who did not have Spring ISAT score

• Flexibility in grade and content of assessments the students take

• Teacher & artificial intelligence scoring; see student responses to all items

• Coherence with the other two parts of our assessment system 
(ISAT/summative and Digital Library/formative) 

Overview Handout
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Interim Assessment Facts

• Two types of Assessments:

• Interim Comprehensive (ICA) 

• Follows summative assessment blueprints

• 35-45 Items and a Performance Task

• Reporting shows trend from Interim to Summative (ISAT) 

• Interim Assessment Blocks (IAB) 

• Content cluster assessments 15-17 items

• 6-7 blocks in each content area and grade

• Follows specific blueprints based on clusters of standards

• Smaller sets of targets
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Interim Assessment Blocks
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Interim Assessment Facts
• Optional but recommended;  not public but non-secure

• No test security agreement required for those 
administering

• Items from same pool as summative tests; blueprints provided

• Can/should be administered by teachers

• Off-grade level testing allowed/beneficial

• Same accessibility features,  same testing interface

• Unlimited opportunities

• Comprehensive assessments (ICA) take approximately 2 class 
periods – 2.5 hours for students to complete

• Interim blocks (IAB)  1 class period – 30-45 minutes

“The Mechanics” of preparing for and giving 
the Interim Assessments

idaho.portal.airast.org
SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
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Interim 
Assessment 
Resources
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Prior to giving the Interim Assessments

• District Tech Support (DC):  

• Load this year’s secure browsers

• Add all students to TIDE 

• Add all teachers to TIDE 

• Create Rosters in TIDE (Students > Teachers) 

• Teachers (TE) complete the TA Certification Course

• Review support documents

• Preview relevant assessments in AVA 

• Make implementation decisions with your team

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
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The ISAT 
Portal 

Idaho.portal.airast.org
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The ISAT 
Portal 
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Prior to giving the Interim Assessments

In TIDE:  

• (SC) Upload /manual addition of student settings-
accommodations and designated supports (if you don’t know… 
use the assessment to see what students need) 

• Set grade level for testing if other than the student’s designated 
grade level

In AVA (Assessment Viewing Application):

• Review the desired assessments using AVA

• This application is not for “teaching the items”

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
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The Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE)
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Assessment 
Viewing 
Application
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Interim Test 
Administration 
Manual

Giving an Assessment

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

The ISAT 
Portal 
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TEST DELIVERY SYSTEM

• Sign in to Test Administration with a TE role (or SC, DC) 

• Students log in to secure browser

• Enter first name, EDUID, and test session ID

• Choose test(s) to make available

• Start Operational Session 
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After Testing:
Score non-computer scored items

• All user roles in TIDE can score items

• Items assigned by default to who administered the test

• SCs and DCs can assign items for others to 
score

• Provided with each item to be scored 

• Scoring Guide and/or Rubric

• Student exemplars, sample responses

• All scoring is through the online THSS 
system

• The “full write” portion of Performance Task
in ELA has the option of Artificial Intelligence Scoring (ICA/IAB)

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
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Response list page



9

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

Assessments that have items to score

Interim Assessment Item Counts
• Shows total number of items
• Shows number of items to be 

human-scored

Reporting of Interim Assessment data
Online Reporting System & AIR Ways

idaho.portal.airast.org
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Access to Reporting

1. The Online Reporting System in   
the Idaho Portal (AIR) 

2.   Five Role Levels of Provisioning

3. Students, Teachers, and Rosters
75% (125) districts have teachers in TIDE
57% (71) of those districts have rosters 
43% total districts have rosters made

4.   Test, year and group of students
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Formative Assessment Cycle

Use student data to plan forward…

Impact learning while there is still 
time to change the outcome
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Teacher use of the data

1. Understand Claims and Targets

2. In the Fall, start with summative data of current students; big picture, helps 

define Interim use

3. Integrate blocks into instructional sequences and curriculum

4. Use specific supports to cross over into content; how does each 

assessment target look in the classroom?

 Item Specifications Documents (SDE Website)

 Digital Library

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION SHERRI YBARRA

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

Claims
Four in each content area 

(only 3 reported in math) 

Broad statements of the 
assessment system’s 

learning outcomes

Targets
Descriptions of 

evidence needed to 
back up the Claim 

Determine the 
intended 
meanings of 
words ... 

Content Specifications, pg. 3

Understand Claims and Targets

What we claim to be true if 
students show us specific 
evidence of learning
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ELA /Literacy
Assessment targets 

come from the Anchor 
Standards

Understand Claims and Targets

Math
Assessment 

targets come from 
the Cluster 
Headings

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION SHERRI YBARRA SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

Claims, Content Categories, 
Assessment Targets, and Standards
Conceptual Framework

Reading

Read Info

Read Lit

Word Meanings

Key Ideas

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
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Reporting Systems: idaho.portal.airast.org

Interim Assessment data is reported in the 
Online Reporting System (ORS) and AIR Ways
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Support materials for reporting: idaho.portal.airast.org

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
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idaho.portal.airast.org

The Online Reporting System

• Summative Data
• Interim Data 
• District, School, Teacher, Roster, Student
• Claims, Targets, and Block Performance
• Individual student response points by item
• Trend Data

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION SHERRI YBARRA

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

Proficiency
Achievement Levels 1-4

Proficiency vs. Performance

Performance
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School Leaders: 
Are there trends? 

Grade level 
achievement 
• Is there a 

content area 
that is better / 
worse? 

• A grade level 
that is better / 
worse? 

You can talk about 
WHY but more 
importantly, what 
will you do next? 

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
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School Leaders: 
Are there trends? 

Grade level achievement by 
claim/roster
• Scale scores for each 

claim
• Comparison to district and 

state
• Overall performance 

categories

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

Trend Report: 
ICA to ISAT

New Trend Graph on 
Summative ISR
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Teachers: 

Tier 1

Tier 3

Tier 2

Claim Report for current
students on ICA this year:

- Shows overall makeup of the  
class

- Verify with other reliable data
- What does this tell you? 
- Will instruction differ for those at 

level 4 and level 1? 

*To see current students the TE 
needs to have a roster that 
includes them. 
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As Teachers: 

Look at current students:

• Class report from 
Interim Comprehensive Assessment   
by Item/Target

Shows percent of students correct and 
incorrect for each item.

Implementation Guidance: 
Consider using mid-year or beginning 
of the year for students with no previous 
ISAT score

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION SHERRI YBARRA SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

ICA Individual Student Report Achievement Level
Proficiency Category
Comparison Scores
Claim Performance Range
Writing Performance
Trend Graph
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District Report: Interim 
Block Assessments
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School Report: IAB, by teacher or student

Breakdown by: LEP

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

Interim Blocks: A next step to get additional data
Block Report by Roster for teacher at Eagle Middle School: 
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IAB reports:  Class & Individual
SCHOOL

STUDENT

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION SHERRI YBARRA SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

IAB Individual 
Student Report

Number of opportunities
Performance level
Item /Target detail by 
block

In analyzing this data…
3 of 5 items missed are having 
to do with “Understanding the 
place value system.”

Great report for parents & 
students

Item Specifications Documents: Bridge assessment and instruction

48

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/isat-cas/isat/ela.html

Download these resources to 
your district shared drive to make 
them accessible to teachers…

At the bottom of this page are 
sample items that you can use 
formatively, as well as the 
Cognitive Rigor Matrix.
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Item Specifications Documents: Bridge assessment and instruction
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Item Specifications Documents: bridge assessment and instruction

50http://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/isat-cas/isat/math.html

Purpose:  
Teachers should ask for the same 
evidence in the classroom as is 
asked for by the standards and 
therefore the assessment

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

idaho.portal.airast.org

Interim Data 
• District, School, Teacher, 

Roster, Student
• By Assessment
• Individual Items and 

Student Reponses 
• Top 5 Items, Worst 5 Items

AIR Ways
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AIR Ways 
Reports:

Top 5 best items
Worst 5 items

See all assessments together

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
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AIR Ways 
Reports:

See student response 
with item

Hover over category for 
cut scores

Student, class, school 
data

Facts about & usage of the 
Digital Library

idaho.portal.airast.org



19

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

Smarterbalancedlibrary.org

Digital Library 

• An online collection of instructional and professional learning resources 
contributed by educators for educators

• Educators can self – register for the Digital Library on the log in screen

• 100 multi-media modules for ELA/Literacy and Math, Assessment 
Literacy, and understanding the formative assessment process

• Collaboration features such as rate resources, online forums, and 
provide feedback about resources

• Video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIXu0YnHpj8&feature=youtu.be

• Playlists and ‘Connections’ Playlists aligned to Digital Library 
Interim Block Assessments

• Variety of search features: Grade, content, student population, 
resource type

Link from the Portal or use Library url

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
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idaho.portal.airast.org

• Formative Assessment 
• NEW Self-registration
• Teaching & PD Resources
• NEW Playlists aligned to the 

Interim Blocks
• NEW Collaboration features

Digital Library 

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE idaho.portal.airast.org

Digital Library: Playlists 
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idaho.portal.airast.org

Digital Library 
Connections Playlists

Digital Library 

Digital Library: Professional & Instructional Resources

59smarterbalancedlibrary.org        (link on the Portal) 

Make strategic implementation decisions

idaho.portal.airast.org
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Implementation Guidance
• Focus on the classroom and impact of the assessment system on teaching 

and learning; culture of assessment for learning

• Teacher and student involvement is critical; Have teachers (TE) administer 
the Interim Assessments

• Use ICA to get a measure on new students who did not have a Spring score

• If students do not show proficiency in previous grade, use Interim from  
year before their enrolled grade before teaching current grade content

• Involve students in their results; set improvement goals

• A written implementation plan should document decisions 

• Orient teachers to the Interim Assessments over several sessions

• Review summative data (ISAT 2016) for current students

• Facts about the Interim Assessment

• Review Interim Assessments using AVA

• Learn how to give an assessment

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
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Make strategic decisions about the use of the Interim 
Assessments
Who Decides Question Possible 

District
School
Teacher

Which assessments will be given based on the goals or 
questions to be answered (and why?)

ICA
IAB
Both

Which ones? 

District
School
Teacher

Which students will take part in the assessments? All or
Certain
Levels

Specific schools, 
Specific grades in a 
school?

District
School
Teacher

Will off grade level assessments be given? Business rule “When student is a 
level 1 or 2, give 
previous year block 
as pretest.”

District
School
Teacher

When will the assessments be given? 
How will they align with the curriculum and instruction 
sequence?

Before, after, during 
instructional units? 
Mid-year?

Time of year, dates, 
time of day?

District
School
Teacher

Who will deliver the assessments?
Who will score non-computer scored items and when? 

Teacher, TA, School 
Coordinator

Teachers score 
during collaboration 
time

District
School
Teacher

Where & How will assessments be delivered? Classroom or lab? Computer vs. Laptop, 
Tablet

District
School
Teacher

How will the data be used, who will it be shared with? Compare within 
district? 
Drive instruction?
Share with parents?
Share with students?

How are we doing?
(Look back)
vs. 
What should we do 
next? 
(Look forward)

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
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Interim Assessment: An integral and important 
component of the assessment system
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Questions? 

idaho.portal.airast.org

Nancy Thomas Price
Comprehensive Assessment System Coordinator
208-332-6988
nthomasprice@sde.idaho.gov

idaho.portal.airast.org


